BACK    IN    THE    R.N.A.S.

There was no doubt that development in design had gone
ahead very rapidly in the last six months: an impression that was
confirmed soon after when I saw the new Sopwith Triplane
Scout with Clerget engine and a Vickers gun, actuated by an
interrupter gear, which fired through the airscrew directly ahead.
Zeppelins were very active over the North Sea and England
about this time. In August there was a report that ten of them
were out, evidently scouting for some enterprise by the German
High Sea Fleet. Flt.-Lieut. Fox managed to reach one in his
Sopwith Scout off Spurn Head and damaged it. There were night
raids on Hull and Grimsby; the technique of bringing them down
at night had not yet developed and none of our machines were
fitted for night flying.

Two paddle-wheel minesweepers were fitted to carry two
Sopwith Scout seaplanes each. The idea was that the craft would
be out at the entrance to the Humber at their usual work of
sweeping for mines but in the evening would hoist out the sea-
planes. These would take off and patrol for the Zeppelins which
were, rather blatantly, making a landfall before dark to locate
their positions for subsequent night operations. The Sopwith
Scouts did not come into action whilst I was there, but the idea
was quite good.

My wife took rooms in a farmhouse near Kirmington village
and quite close to Brocklesby, the beautiful home of the Earl
and Countess of Yarborough, a very charming old pair who very
kindly gave us permission to play golf and tennis in their grounds.
Life was not very strenuous, as there was a limit to the useful work
which could be done with the equipment at our disposal, and we
were some way off getting the big boats with which to do extended
reconnaissance work in the North Sea. I was not sorry when in
September I received a new appointment.

On the 8th September 1916 I took over command of East-
church Air Station from Commander Forbes. It had grown con-
siderably since I had last seen it, and the aerodrome had been
extended to the north-east with new hangars along the road-side.
Activities included a flying school, gunnery school and a war
flight equipped with night-flying BJE.sc aeroplanes. Total strength
90 officers and 900 men.

Zeppelins were raiding London frequently^ and up to date they
were getting away with it unscathed. However, on the night of
23rd September I saw two of them come down, the first in flames
while the second caught fire after being forced down near Bright-
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